
COMMISSION AGENDA 
November 20, 2006 - 7:00 p.m. 

Commission Chambers 
MEETING NO. 4663 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
  
ROLL CALL 
 
INVOCATION by Juaquine Rangel of the Salvation Army 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PETITIONS & PROCLAMATIONS 
  
 
VISITORS (Limit of 5 minutes per individual and fifteen minutes per topic.  Final action may be 
deferred until the next City Commission meeting, unless an emergency situation does exist) 
   
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of November 6, 2006 
   
2. Approval of payment of bills. 
 
3.  Acceptance of deed in Russell Heights Addition. 
 
4.  Approval of Change Order #1 for the Bicycle/Pedestrian path. 
 
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS  
 
Ordinance No. 3425:   An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2997 and Chapter 15, Section 127 

of the Code of the City of Dodge City.  Report by Director of 
Administration, Mike Klein. 

 
Resolution 2006-14: A Resolution amending Resolution No. 2006-03.  Report by Director of 

Administration, Mike Klein. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS  

 
1. Approval of bids for Hoover Pavilion renovation.  Report by Director of Parks & 

Recreation, Paul Lewis. 
 

2. Approval of bids for Vehicle purchase.  Report by Director of Administration, Mike Klein. 
 

If a reasonable accommodation is necessary to participate in a City of Dodge City event or service please contact us 
at 225-8100, 225-8155 TDD or by contacting the Kansas Relay Center at 1-800-766-3777. 



3. Presentation - Performance Measurement.  Report by S. L. Martin. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Commissioners 
City Manager 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

If a reasonable accommodation is necessary to participate in a City of Dodge City event or service please contact us 
at 225-8100, 225-8155 TDD or by contacting the Kansas Relay Center at 1-800-766-3777. 



MINUTES 
November 6, 2006 - 7:00 p.m. 

MEETING NO. 4662 
 

MAYOR Jim Sherer called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
RESPONDING TO ROLL CALL were Mayor Jim Sherer, Commissioners Terry Lee, Kent 
Smoll, Rick Sowers and Jim Lembright.   
 
INVOCATION was led by Elder David Smith of Hannah Memorial Church 
 
The PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited. 
 
PETITIONS & PROCLAMATIONS 
 
    
VISITORS (Limit of 5 minutes per individual and fifteen minutes per topic.  Final action may be 
deferred until the next City Commission meeting, unless an emergency situation does exist) 
 
 Dick Ranney made a presentation regarding an historical project being worked on at Ft. 
Dodge.  He asked for a Letter of Acknowledgement of who we are and what we do to take to the 
State or other interested parties. 
 
 Vernon Bogart spoke in support of Dick Ranney’s project.  He talked about election and 
and veterans. 
 
 Pat Shrader spoke representing the American Cancer Society 
 
 Riley Skaggs presented information he gathered from his customers on the smoking an 
issue. 
 
 Alle Craig, President of Downtown Dodge Assoc. Would like signs in Downtown Dodge 
repaired or replaced. 
 
 Cheryl Pollington business choice for smoking in business. 
 
 Troy Robinson supported the repair of Downtown Dodge Signs and also the wooden 
awnings replaced or repaired. 
 
 Terry Malone talked about children and second hand smoke.  He also said that employees 
in smoking environment have no choice.  He asked for a public ban. 
 
 Kaly Simon of Wilroads Garden 4-H Club presented the Cit of Character trait for 
November – Hospitality. 
 
 
The CONSENT CALENDAR was approved on a motion by Commissioner Lembright, seconded 
by Commissioner Lee, by unanimous vote.   



 
1. Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of October 16, 2006 
 Approval of Minutes of Special Meeting of October, 23, 2006 
  
2. Approval of payment of bills. 
 
3.  Approval of cereal malt beverage license applications for: 
     A.  Presto Convenience Store #27, 2615 E. Trail Street 
     B.  South Dodge Shamrock, 302 S. Second Avenue 
          (Pending inspections by Dodge City Fire and Inspection Depts.) 
 
4.  Approval of addendum to agreement for sewer extension at Happy Homes II and Ranchwood                      

Estates. 
 
5.  Approval WestLink Tower Lease. 
 
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS  
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

1. An OMI Contract Amendment # 19 was approved on a motion by Commissioner Smoll, 
seconded by Commissioner Sowers, by unanimous vote. 

 
2. Medical findings on the effects of second-hand smoke was reviewed and discussed.  It was 

discussed that City Staff would compose a charge for a task force to describe the parameters 
in working to develop a limited smoking ordinance. 

 
NEW BUSINESS  

 
1. An Engagement Letter with Gilmore & Bell, Bond Counsel was approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Smoll, seconded by Commissioner Lee, by unanimous vote. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Sherer encouraged everyone to get out and vote tomorrow at the Civic Center.  

He discussed the Depot and Railers and let people know that there are meetings to 
discuss opportunities volunteering next week.  Contact Ryan Carpenter if you’re 
interested. 

 
Commissioner Lee commented on the gang situation.  Asked Joe Finley for and update on North 

14th at a future meeting. 
 
Commissioner Lembright asked Joe Finley about construction on West Wyatt Earp Blvd. 
 
City Manager, Jeff Pederson reminded everyone that City Hall would be closed on Friday in 

observance of Veterans Day. 
  
 



 
On a motion by Commissioner Smoll, seconded by Commissioner Lee, the meeting adjourned to 
Executive Session at 8:30 for 45 minutes to discuss land acquisition matters, by unanimous vote. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 9:15.  Commissioner Sowers moved to extend the meeting another 
15 minutes.  Commissioner Lembright seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 9:30. 
 
Meeting adjourned by consensus. 
 
      _________________________________ 
      V. James Sherer, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Nannette Pogue, City Clerk 

















City of Dodge City
City of Dodge City 
P.O. Box 880 
806 Second Ave. 
Dodge City, KS 67801  

Phone: (620) 225-8100 
Fax: (620) 225-8144 
Web Site:  www.dodgecity.org 

 

Memorandum 
To: Jeff Pederson, City Manager  
 Mike Klein, Director of Administration 
From: Barb Slagle, Office Manager 
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2006 
Subject: Recommendation for Change of Wording 

in Reminders for Utility Billing 
 Ordinance No. 3425  and 
 Resolution No. 2006-14 

 
The Utility Billing Department sends reminders to people who are past due on 
their utility accounts.  Since we have two cycles, reminders are sent out twice a 
month.  We average sending 400 reminders per cycle.   
 
The wording on the reminders reminds people to pay their bill by a certain date 
or their utility service will be disconnected as of a certain date. There are several 
problems that occur each time Staff does shutoff for past due accounts with the 
wording on the current reminder and in our ordinance and resolution: 
 

• Customers assume that if for some reason they are able to prevent the 
water department employee from shutting them off due to non-payment, 
that they do not owe a reconnect fee. 

• Customers who see that shut-off is occurring and try to rush in to pay 
their bill before they are shut off.   Staff then has to radio the water 
employee who is on their street and ask if they have shut them off yet.  If 
the water employee is at the address ready to shut them off, then we go 
ahead and charge the reconnect fee, but if the water employee hasn’t 
reached their address yet, then they end up not paying the fee.  This 
results in treating customers unfairly, as those who are not home when 
shut-off occurs have their water shut off and the reconnect fee applies to 
their account  and has to be paid when they come in to pay their past due 
balance. 

• We normally do not shut off businesses, as a courtesy, but they are given a 
yellow tag to call the Utility Office to make payment arrangements, 
therefore they have not been paying a fee. 

• Part of our concern with the old reminders is that they are a carbon form 
that is rather costly to purchase.  Each reminder costs the City .50 plus the 
cost of postage. To send 400 reminders twice a month currently costs the 
City $712.00. 
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Staff proposes to change the wording and format of the reminder to read as 
follows: 
 
Your Utility service will be discontinued if payment of $_____________ is not received 
by 5:00 p.m. _________________.  If payment is not received by 5:00 p.m. on 
_____________ a $35.00 delinquency fee will be posted to your account. 
 
The old reminder wording reads as follows: 
 
Your utility service will be disconnected if payment of $_______________ is not 
received by 5pm ______________.  In addition there will be a reconnection fee of 
$35.00. 
 
This change in wording and format of the reminders would result in several 
things: 
 

• When the shut-off list for past due accounts is generated, our software 
would automatically charge each account a $35.00 delinquency fee, thus 
treating each customer on the shut off list the same.  We would still 
continue to yellow tag businesses that are on the shut off list, but they 
would have to pay the delinquency fee and their past due balance. 

• It would eliminate customers coming in the morning of shut-off, trying to 
prevent shut-off from occurring and trying to get out of paying the 
delinquency fee.   

• The new form that Staff would be using is an 8-1/2 x 11 yellow sheet of 
paper  that can be printed on our City Hall printer and stuffed into a 
window envelope.  The approximate cost of this reminder would be less 
than .06 per reminder, plus the cost of postage, or $360.00 for 
approximately 800 reminders that are sent out each month.   

 
I attended a Kansas Municipal Clerk conference in September, during which this 
topic was discussed with approximately 100 Kansas cities represented.  Many 
utility managers at the conference stated that their cities had changed the 
wording of their ordinance, resolution and reminders to read “delinquency fee” 
rather than “reconnect fee.”  Many of the cities in attendance stated that they 
were implementing this change in the near future to alleviate some of the issues 
we have previously reviewed.   Some of the cities that I personally visited with 
that use the automatic posting of delinquency fees to the customers’ accounts on 
shut-off day are as follows:  City of Hutchinson, City of McPherson, City of 
Garnett, Johnson County (Lenexa, Overland Park area), City of El Dorado, and 
City of Salina.   
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This change of wording for the reminders necessitates changing the wording in 
our ordinance and resolution. 
 
Our Ordinance No. 2997, section 15-127, reads as follows currently: 
 

RECONNECTION AFTER DISCONNECTION.  In the event that utility service is 
disconnected for any reason, the consumer thereof shall have the right to have the same 
reconnected only upon the payment of all rates, charges, and penalties due thereon, and 
in addition, a service charge to be set by City Commission Resolution for the 
reconnection of said utility service. 
 
Staff would recommend changing the wording in Ordinance No. 2997, Section 15-
127 as follows: 
 

RESTORATION OF SERVICE AFTER DISCONTINUANCE:  In the event that 
utility service is discontinued for any reason, the consumer thereof shall have the right 
to have the same restored only upon the payment of all rates, charges, and penalties due 
thereon, and in addition, a delinquency fee to be set by City Commission Resolution will 
be charged if the past due amount on the account is not paid by the reminder due date. 
 
As you recall, on March 20, 2006, the City Commission adopted Resolution No. 
2006-03, which reads as follows in Section 4: 
 

RECONNECTION AFTER DISCONNECTION:  Should the utility services be 
disconnected for being delinquent as outlined in Chapter 15, Article 1, Section 127, 
service shall be reconnected upon the payment of all rates, charges, and penalties due.  In 
addition, a service charge of $35.00 for reconnection will also be due prior to any 
reconnection, reconnection fee applies during normal business hours of the Water Billing 
Department, 8:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.  The charge for such service after normal business 
hours of the Water Billing Department, or on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays is $50.00. 
 
Staff would recommend changing the wording in Section 4 to read as follows: 
 

RESTORATION OF SERVICE AFTER DISCONTINUANCE:  Should the utility 
services be discontinued for being delinquent as outlined in Chapter 15, Article 1, Section 
127, service shall be restored upon the payment of all rates, charges, and penalties due.  In 
addition, a delinquency fee of $35.00 will be charged to the past due account if not paid by 
the reminder due date.   The delinquency fee applies during normal business hours of the 
Water Billing Department, 8:00 a.m. To 5:00 p.m.  The charge for such service after 
normal business hours of the Water Billing Department, or on Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays is $50.00. 

 - 3 -



 
Attached please find Ordinance No. 3425, which repeals Section 15-127 in 
Ordinance No. 2997 and replaces the language in Section 15-127, with the new 
language.  Also attached is Resolution No.2006-14, which repeals Resolution No. 
2006-03 and replaces the language in Section 4 with the new language. 
 
Staff would recommend approval of the attached Ordinance and Resolution as 
submitted.   If you have any questions or need further information, please let me 
know. 
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ORDINANCE NO.  3425      
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2997 AND CHAPTER 15, SECTION 127 
OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF DODGE CITY 

 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF DODGE CITY: 
 
 
Section 1:  Ordinance No. 2997 shall be amended as follows: 
 
Sections of the ordinance will amend Chapter 15, Section 127 of the Code of the City of Dodge 
City, deleting the current language and replacing it with the following: 
 
RESTORATION OF SERVICE AFTER DISCONTINUANCE:  In the event that utility service 
is discontinued for any reason, the consumer thereof shall have the right to have the same 
restored only upon the payment of all rates, charges, and penalties due thereon, and in addition, a 
delinquency fee to be set by City Commission Resolution will be charged if the past due amount 
on the account is not paid by the reminder due date. 
 
Section 2:  This ordinance shall take effect following its publication in the official City 
newspaper as provided by law. 
 
Passed by the Governing Body of the City of Dodge City and approved by the Mayor, this 
20th day of   November , 2006. 
 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       V. James Sherer, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Nannette Pogue, City Clerk 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 2006- 14  
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2006-03 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2006-03, Section 4 shall be deleted and replaced with the following: 
 
RESTORATION OF SERVICE AFTER DISCONTINUANCE:  Should the utility services be 
discontinued for being delinquent as outlined in Chapter 15, Article 1, Section 127, service shall 
be restored upon the payment of all rates, charges, and penalties due.  In addition, a delinquency 
fee of $35.00 will be charged to the past due account if not paid by the reminder due date.   The 
delinquency fee applies during normal business hours of the Water Billing Department, 8:00 a.m. 
To 5:00 p.m.  The charge for such service after normal business hours of the Water Billing 
Department, or on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays is $50.00. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Resolution shall become effective upon its adoption by the City 
Commission and publication in the official City newspaper. 
 
PASSED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF DODGE CITY, KANSAS  this the 
20th  day of November, 2006. 
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
        V. JAMES SHERER, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
NANNETTE POGUE, CITY CLERK 







City of Dodge City
City of Dodge City 
P.O. Box 880 
806 Second Ave. 
Dodge City, KS 67801  

Phone: (620) 225-8100 
Fax: (620) 225-8144 
  

Memorandum 
To: Jeff Pederson, City Manager 
 City Commission  
From: Mike Klein, Director of Administration 
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2006 
Subject: Bids 2006 City travel vehicle  
                    

 
 

Four bids were received and opened on November 14, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. for one four door 
sedan.   The purpose of this request is to replace the 2002 Dodge Intrepid City travel 
vehicle that was involved in an accident on October 21, 2006.  The vehicle was totaled as a 
result of the accident.  Zoning Administrator, Dennis Veatch, was returning to Dodge 
City after attending a Community Development workshop in Pittsburgh, KS.  Dennis was 
westbound on US 400 when another vehicle, also westbound on the entry ramp to US 400, 
made a U-turn on US 400 in front of Dennis.  He didn’t have the time or room to make an 
evasive maneuver and struck the other vehicle in the left rear fender.  The good news is 
that both drivers walked away from the accident with only bruises. 

 
The bids received are as follows: 
 
G & G Motors, Dodge City 
2006 Buick LaCrosse CX 
warranty 4 years/50,000 miles      $20,840 
 
2006 Buick LaCerne CX 
warranty 4 years/50,000 miles      $24,346 
 
Lopp Motors, Dodge City 
2007 Dodge Charger 
warranty 3 years/36,000 miles  90 – 120 day delivery  $21,988 
 
Skaggs Motors, Dodge City 
2006 Ford Crown Victoria 
warranty 3 years/60,000 miles      $24,593 
 
Lewis Toyota, Dodge City 
2007 Toyota Avalon XL 
warranty 3 years/36,000 miles      $25,673 



Based on the bids received, staff recommends accepting the bid from G & G Motors of 
Dodge City for the 2006 Buick LaCrosse for a total bid of $20,840.  Funds for the purchase 
will come from the insurance settlement of $8,200 and $12,640 from the MERF for a total of 
$20,840. 
    
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact my office. 
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