Southwest Kansas Coalition Meeting
Garden City Administrative Center, 2nd Floor Meeting Room
301 N. 8th Street
Garden City, KS 67846
August 29, 2018 5:30p.m.



Brief review of purpose and original goals of SKC (Matt Allen)



SKC Budget & Expenses (Ernestor)



SKC Washington, D.C. Trip Discussion (Cherise Tieben)



Supper/Legislative Review of 2018/Preview 2019 (John Pinegar & Doug Smith)



Joint Legislative Transportation Vision Task Force: an SKC presentation?* (Matt Allen)



Dodge City Mid-level Medical University Center project: SKC support?* (Melissa
McCoy)



Legislative Platform Discussion*



Adjournment

* - The Southwest Kansas Coalition is a partnership achieved through an interlocal agreement between
the Cities of Dodge City, Garden City, and Liberal for the purpose of effectively advocating for commonly
identified State and Federal policy issues. The identified items on the agenda will shape the business
items that will later appear on each city’s Commission agendas, in accordance with the enabling
interlocal agreement between the cities, and shown below:
“ENACTMENT OF COALITION POLICY AGENDA:
Following discussion of proposed Coalition policies as presented by the executive committee,
each individual governing body will present the proposed policy for official action at a regular or special
meeting of its governing body. No Coalition policy shall be enacted except by formal approval from the
three governing bodies.”

2018
About SKC

The Cities of Dodge City, Garden City, and Liberal formed the Southwest Kansas
Coalition as a means to collectively and actively participate in issues impacting
the region. SKC was formed to advocate for the idea that Southwest Kansas should
be consistently and thoughtfully considered in state and federal level decisions,
particularly when such decisions regard issues of importance to region residents.
The City of Hays recently joined the organization as an associate member, as
many of the issues important to SKC are important to all of western Kansas. SKC
is profoundly dedicated to the principle of self-determination and is unfeigned in
its infinite pursuit of this ideal. In this pursuit, the Coalition believes in rigorous
discussion and collective agreement, insofar as such discussion and agreement
continually result in a workable and attainable core agenda.

Southwest Kansas
Coalition Legislative
Agenda

Immigration

Immigrant and refugee labor is vital to the southwest Kansas economy. SKC believes in legal immigration. Therefore, SKC believes the Kansas Legislature and
the United States Congress should approach the immigration issue in a sensible
way. For SKC, a sensible approach is an approach built on three essential foundations: 1) all immigration legislation is tempered with an understanding of such
legislation’s economic impact for companies employing immigrants; 2) a recognition that immigrants living in SKC member-cities require a reduction in time
and distance barriers between the individual and his or her pursuance of legal
status; and 3) a recognition that SKC member-cities require additional resources
to integrate immigrants into the community.

Transportation

Transportation infrastructure is critical to the safety of region residents and travelers. Transportation infrastructure is also vital to the regional economy’s maintenance and growth. Therefore, SKC believes in the continued advocacy and funding for transportation infrastructure and maintenance in southwest Kansas.

Highway Transportation

Federal transportation dollars should be spent on transportation infrastructure.
Transportation infrastructure is vital to our state’s and country’s economy, individuals’ safety and our nation’s defense. The City-County Highway Fund is
essential to maintaining local roads and bridges and should be fully funded and
not be diverted for other purposes. SKC supports correction of the distribution
of funds to the Special City County Highway Fund from the collection of fees
on interstate commercial vehicles. Such funding should include the transfer of
fees from the registration of out-of-state commercial vehicles directed by K.S.A.
9-3425i. SKC supports the continued maintenance and expansion of the transportation infrastructure in Kansas. SKC supports full funding of the Kansas T-Works
comprehensive transportation program and opposes any use of these funds to
balance the State’s general fund budget. Any reduction in T-Works funding jeopardizes state and regional economic development.

Air Transportation

Taxes

Rail Transportation

Annexation

Federal funding for passenger air service is vital to Southwest Kansas. The Essential Air Service Program is critical to providing the region with access to
multiple major international airports. SKC encourages continued support from
the Congressional Delegation. SKC supports increased FAA safety regulations;
however, the qualifier of seat time has drastically reduced the number of qualified
pilots under FAA regulations for Essential Air Service, thus resulting in canceled
flights. SKC supports incorporating qualified classroom training for commercial
pilot certification in order to meet the increasing demand for passenger air transportation service in Southwest Kansas communities. SKC also supports continued
and uninterrupted funding of Federal Aviation Administration and expansion of
the Airport Improvement Projects for airports. Federal funding through the Airport Improvement Program is critical to maintaining the infrastructure of airports.

SKC supports enhanced passenger and freight rail service in Kansas. In particular,
the Coalition strongly supports the continuation of Amtrak passenger rail service
along the Southwest Chief line, which operates between Chicago and Los Angeles. SKC encourages State and Federal funding to preserve this needed transportation link to access the southwestern region of the State. Passenger ridership
along this section of the Southwest Chief steadily increases as more Kansans take
advantage of the convenience of passenger rail transportation.

We urge Congress to take action to implement the mandatory collection of sales
and use taxes on remote sales. The legislation should not preempt state and local sales and use tax authority. Should federal legislation allow for the state imposition of such taxes, we support the distribution of those funds to cities and
counties using an equitable formula. Kansas should continue to participate in the
Streamlined Sales Tax Project. Cities are important partners in creating jobs, reviving the economy, delivering vital services, and providing quality of life. The
Governor and Kansas Legislature should include city leaders in discussions about
restructuring the Kansas tax system and any changes must avoid shifting additional financial burdens to local governments. SKC opposes the removal of sales
exemptions for Kansas Municipalities.

The ability of cities to grow is inherent to the ultimate success of annexation
powers as they are currently established in state statute. The current statutory
framework was amended in 2011 to balance the interests of cities and those in
areas to be annexed. Further amendment would shift this balance in a way that
would impede orderly growth. Therefore, SKC opposes any change that limits the
authority of cities to grow through annexation.

